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Art

Jewelry, Metal, Glass,
Fiber Arts, Pooery,
Photography, and more!

June 25th-26th 2022 Featuring Painrngs,
Saturday 10 - 5
Mixed Media, Woodwork,
Sunday 10 - 4
Free Admission
Food Vendors In Park
arrnthewilds.org
for more informaron
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styles and media. We work to provide a
balanced show for our visitors to browse
and purchase.
This year the artists come from all
around Pennsylvania, New York, and
Ohio. Many of our participants are returning artists who enjoy the Evergreen
Park setting and the welcoming crowds.
We also have new faces and new artwork
coming to our 2022 show.
Art in the Wilds is not run by a large
event managing corporation. We are a
nonprofit, locally run group of individuals

Welcome

to

Welcome to the 16th Annual Art in the
Wilds show held in Kane PA’s Evergreen
Park!
Our Art in the Wilds team has worked
throughout the year to plan for this highly
anticipated show. It takes year-round efforts to enlist sponsors and volunteers, curate artisans and artists, produce marketing materials, send out advertising, and
manage onsite logistics.
After sending out our call for artists, we
carefully curate applications looking for
quality work that represents a variety of

Seated: John Bloomquist, Standing: l-r Secretary Suzy Meyer-Page, Treasurer Audrey McLaughlin,
Vice President Marilyn Blackmore, Janine Smith, Maddie Stanisch, Executive Director Merry Ryding, Trudy Pomeroy, Director of Marketing Jacqueline Buonanducci, President Julie Cleland. Missing from the photo are Jim Greville, and Christie Gardner.
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committed
to producing
a show that
highlights
the creative
talents and
skills of our
region.
We
also depend
on sponsoring businesses and individuals who
believe in the
work of these
artists.
M a n y
thanks to all
the
volunteers and for the support of our sponsors
and grantors!

Merry and the always amazing
Art in the Wilds Committee!
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in the abstraction.
How I visualize and interpret these subjects has
evolved over the years. I do
not limit my images to specific
subjects, but photograph the
broad spectrum of nature and
some architectural elements.
I digitally photograph and process the RAW files, a digitial
negative, to creating the final
image. Most of my images
have minimal processing but
some images are created with
additional artistic touches.

Michael Weishan - Cattaraugus, NY
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I have an affinity for experiencing and photographing
the aesthetics of nature. I create images from the scenes,
features, colors, patterns,
textures, abstractions, movements, and interactions in the
often chaotic natural world.
My photos reflect my mental image and sensory perception at that moment or an artistic abstraction of a portion
of the subject. My goal is to
create a powerful image to
engage a visual response that
evokes feeling from the image; mystery as you’re looking
down a foggy path, or intrigue

is wheel thrown or hand built.
They are decorated with nature inspired designs that are
hand painted, stamped, sprig
molded, and carved into the
surface. All of my work is microwave and dishwasher safe.

Amanda Wolf - Pittsburgh, PA
I create work which reflects
my love of nature and the
outdoors. Observing and encountering trees, plants, and
wildlife in my backyard and
beyond inspires me. I create
porcelain pots for the home,
seeking to integrate my views
of nature into the objects I
create.
My art is functional pottery
made of porcelain. Each piece

that collectors can use everyday to bring some beauty into
their lives. Even after all these
years, my studio is still my
happy place.

Francine Zajac - Washington, PA
After retiring from teaching Special Education so that I
could be a stay at home mom,
my pottery hobby became a
business. My work has continued to change over the past
forty years.
Based on my interests and
experiences, my goal has been
to create functional pottery
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Mayor Brandy (Williamson) Schimp
KHS Class of 2002

So please, make yourself at home and enjoy our Star in
the Forest.
And of course, Hail to Old Kane High!

Whether you are looking for great places to eat, entertaining nightlife, unique shopping experiences, art exhibits, a wide variety of outdoor recreation opportunities or a
relaxing evening under the stars, our active and attractive
community offers something for everyone!

Does this sound like a place you could picture yourself?
Where people and organizations collaborate to reach their
goals and where we stand firm in the preservation and
pride of our past while allowing ourselves the freedom to
create, build and reinvigorate rural? We would love to have
you be part of our community. Teaming up with the PA
Wilds, there is an opportunity to work remotely and experience all that Kane has to offer. Redefine your work week
by accessing coworking spaces, trying new activities, and
more. To learn more, check out wildsareworking.com and
give living in Kane a try!

After seeing the strong community support behind the
development of these initial exhibits, the now expanded
group is committed to creating a full-scale children’s museum for our region’s child and visitors. While still in the
early stages, be sure to keep an eye out as we work towards
finding the museum a permanent home.

WELCOME TO
THE HEIGHT
OF THE
ALLEGHENIES!
Whether you are here for the first time, a returning visitor or a very proud alum, we are thrilled you are here during one of our most celebrated times of the year, Kane’s
Annual Alumni Weekend and Art in the Wilds.
We’ve been busy and are excited to share our progress
and growth.
While visiting, make sure to check out Six&Kane, most
recently referred to as the Kane Passive House, 63 Fraley
Street, LLC in collaboration with the West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund is transforming the former
Moose building into an ultra-energy efficiency showcase
that can help revitalize our community and enrich our lives
through education, economic development, and overall energy sustainability. Six&Kane is on track to become the
first commercial retrofit building in the United States, right
here, on Fraley Street!
The incredible investment in the Six&Kane building
has served as a catalyst for another much desired addition
to Kane: A children’s museum! In an effort to showcase
Passive House principles, a group of educators, Passive
House engineers, consultants from the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh, and community members began meeting together to brainstorm ways that this knowledge could
be shared. These meetings resulted in the design of three
exhibits that will properly showcase passive house principles to varied age groups and the social and emotional
benefits that come from PH buildings. These 3 original
exhibits will be temporarily on display at Six&Kane once
completed later this year.
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Saturday, June, 25th
10 AM to 5 PM
Show Opens
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Sunday, June, 26th
10 AM to 4 PM
Show Closes

Breakfast
A buffet breakfast with sausage, eggs, home fries, donuts,
juice, and coffee will be served at the Elks Club on Saturday and Sunday from 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. Sit down or
take-out available. The Elks is located just across the street
from the show on Chestnut Street.

Hospitality Tent
Our hospitality tent this year will be hosting more than its
usual friendly faces and helpful visitor features. Art in the
Wilds will have new pieces on display created by some local students in the hospitality tent. With many schools still
holding online classrooms along with some other logistical
constraints, our old Student Show is canceled indefinitely.
However, we still wanted to provide space for budding
artists to showcase their work for all the show’s visitors
to enjoy. There will be volunteers on hand right in the tent
to help out and answer any questions they can. Stop in on
your lap around the tents and say ‘Hi’!

Demonstrations
Due to this year's constraints, any artist demonstrations
will be held in or by their tents within their own schedules.
Keep an eye out!

T-Shirts
Look for Art in the Wilds t-shirts at our dedicated t-shirt
tent. They come in a wide range of sizes. Each year we
choose a different color. The 2021 Art in the Wilds T-shirt
is raspberry featuring a logo that was inspired by 2019
competition winner Paris Siebert of Oswayo Valley High
School, mentored by her art teacher Lynzie Rinamon. All
T-shirts are $15, including a handful of past colors in a few
sizes.

Contributions
As a 501(c)3 organization, we accept financial contributions. Your contributions help keep Art in the Wilds
ADMISSION FREE!! If you would like to become a sponsor for next year’s show, stop by the Hospitality tent and
we’ll provide the details of how you or your business can
contribute.

First Aid Kit and Fire Extinguisher
A general first aid kit and fire extinguisher are available
in the Hospitality Tent. For emergencies call 911 or ask
anyone with an Art in the Wilds shirt to do it for you.

Dogs
No dogs are permitted in the park.
ref. Borough Dog Control Legislation 78-2
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Ed and Julie Malmstrom

Cleland Endowment

This program was supported in part by the Pennsylvania Council on the
Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and
the Na!onal Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency
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Hemlock -- $50-$99

Pine --$100-$249

ART IN THE WILDS SPONSORS
Black Cherry -- $2,000+

Kane Community
Development
Foundation
Maple -- $1,000-$1,999

Products, Inc.

(800) 564-7749 KANE, PA

H ig hlander Energ y
Products, Inc.

Oak -- $500-$999

Ash -- $250-$499

I pride myself on fabricating jewelry by hand while
integrating natural materials
found in nature such as wood,
birch bark, and antler. I create
some of the patterns in my
work by my own translation
of the soundscapes and the
emotions I collect when I’m
amongst the trees.

Kaylee Taylor - Olean, NY
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As a self-taught metalsmith
and artist, I explore various
ways of creating pieces of
wearable art using nature and
my surroundings as inspiration. Nature is one of the few
things every person is familiar
with, and is also something we
can use to connect ourselves
to the ones we love.

ture such as leaves and twigs
that I cast for components to
be used within the pieces of
the jewelry. Electroforming
allows me not only to create
beautiful textures and patterns within my work, it also
allows me to take nature and
preserve it in time to be admired for its splendor. In doing
so, I aim to create a deeper
bond between us and the
world around us

Heather Thompson - Altoona, PA
I design jewelry from nature with the use of imagery and tactility. Nature is all
around us and at times it can
be beautifully untamed in design. With the use of patterns,
texture, and imagery, I design
using elements such as scale,
texture, and color. This evokes
and allures both the visual and
tactile senses.
Jewelry creates an intimate
link between itself and the
wearer. I use elements of na-

I get my inspiration from
the wood itself for my designs.
I start by drafting the concepts
then I cut out the patterns to
enhance the wood colors and
grains. I handcraft each piece
one at a time by sanding and
finishing them to expose the
best features, such as knots
and burls.

Robert Vrboncic - Marienville, PA
My shop, Future Antiquities, creates beautiful artwork
out of wood by employing the
same hand-crafted techniques
as early artisans. We specialize in 3-D cutting boards,
exotic wood jewelry boxes,
and sculptures. We utilize the
woods’ natural grain to create
a unique one-of-a-kind product.

One of my passions is
teaching night sky photography at Cherry Springs State
Park as well as waterfall photography. I have been mentioned in several state and
national articles regarding the
starry sky and my many milky
way and landscape photos.

Curt Weinhold - Coudersport, PA
I have been photographing
in the Pennsylvania Wilds area
since moving here in 1973!
It wasn’t known then as the
‘wilds’, but I recognized the 12
county area as a special place.
After spending my years
backpacking, photographing
weddings as a day job, and
raising a family, I turned to
photography full-time after
retirement.
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It is important for me that the
pieces look different from various
angles. This brings an aliveness to
the final product and also during the
process of creating the scarf. Finally,
I hand finish each piece with double
hemstitching and braided or twisted
fringe, sometimes adding beaded
embellishments. This gives a polished
and elegant look to all my wearable
art.

Jill Rouke - Erie, PA
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Weaving has always been a magical process for me. I never tire of the
thread-by-thread or moment-bymoment experience. I love combining
color and pattern in ways that create
depth and meaning.
I specialize in fine thread: silk,
bamboo, lyocell, and even thread
made from recycled plastic! I particularly love working with color and old
weaving patterns to create modern
accessories for everyone. Every scarf
I weave is uniquely hand-crafted.

Each new piece I create is
exciting to me. I find it very
beneficial to contemplate its
construction before I cut my
first piece of glass. I create
a number of elements in my
studio for use in future projects: Vitrigraph, pattern-bars,
dots, design sheets, and Murrini. Creating these one-of-akind elements is inspirational
which makes it a joy to utilize
them artistically in my glasswork!

Kathleen Schnell - Wellsboro, PA
As an artist of shape and
color, I have found great joy
in working with fused glass.
Color was the original draw for
me; brighter color with light
streaming through it!
Starting early-on with mosaics and stained glass, I began to realize my creativity
and ability to express myself.
As I developed my skills, I transitioned to fused glass and
found my true love as an artist. Every day I am inspired by
color combinations, designs,
and nature.

ate borosilicate glass jewelry,
functional art, and hot sculpted glass vessels. Throughout
the year, my studio, Original
Glass Worx, is a part of various
art shows in Western PA and
the surrounding areas.
You can also find me selling my wearable art on various Saturdays at The Artisan
Market in the historical Strip
District of Pittsburgh on 20th
and Penn Avenue.

Dan Sullivan - Moon Twp, PA
I have always been an artist at heart since the day I was
born in October of 1983. My
introduction into the glass art
world began in 2002 at the
Pittsburgh Glass Center. During 2003-2006 I was enrolled
at Sheridan College in Ontario,
Canada for a Craft & Design
Program in Glass Blowing.
After graduating, I returned
home to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where I now live and cre-
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2022 Directory of Exhibiting Artists
16th Annual Art in the Wilds
Key: *New Artist, +Art in the Wilds Reward Recipient
Name
Medium
Featured on Page
*Mimi Antonetti
Metal
Pg. 6
+Anthony Arkus
Metal
Pg. 6
Lisa Arkus
Mixed Media
Pg. 6
Pamela Bartl
Fiber
Pg. 7
+Chandler Beatty
Painting
Pg. 7
+Al Dornisch
Painting
Pg. 8
+Larry Downey
Photography
Pg. 8
+Denise Drummond
Watercolor
Pg. 8
Mark English
Metal
Pg. 9
Gerina Faison
Jewelry
Pg. 9
Megan Gillis
Jewelry
Pg. 9
Amy Hahn
Glass
Pg. 10
+Lana Heckendorn
Pottery
Pg. 10
Rocky Holland
Photography
Pg. 10
+Peggy Houser
Jewelry
Pg. 15
+Dawn Johnson
Watercolor
Pg. 15
Stacie Johnson-Leske
Pottery
Pg. 15
Christina Krautz
Jewelry
Pg. 16
+Gregg Kristophel
Wood
Pg. 16
+Kalpana Lehman
Jewelry
Pg. 16
Laurie Leonard
Jewelry
Pg. 17
Donna Little
Jewelry
Pg. 17
*Karen McKee
Pottery
Pg. 17
+Jack Northrop
Wood
Pg. 18
+Jack Paluh
Painting
Pg. 18
+Ellen Paquette
Painting
Pg. 18
Debbie Penley
Fiber
Pg. 19
*Krysta Robinson
Pottery
Pg. 19
*Alexis Rodefer
Watercolor
Pg. 19
*Jill Rouke
Fiber
Pg. 20
Kathleen Schnell
Glass
Pg. 20
+Dan Sullivan
Glass
Pg. 20
*Kaylee Taylor
Jewelry
Pg. 21
Heather Thompson
Jewelry
Pg. 21
Robert Vrboncic
Wood
Pg. 21
Curt Weinhold
Photography
Pg. 21
Michael Weishan
Photography
Pg. 22
*Amanda Wolf
Pottery
Pg. 22
*Francine Zajac
Pottery
Pg. 22
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for the modern day battles we all
face.
With 2 pliers, strong arms,
inspiration from variations of
weaves found in European, Persian, and Japanese armor, I bring
maille into the 21st century. As
a nod to my science background
I’ve begun subjecting various
metals to flame and electricity.
On any given day I can be found
flame painting copper or anodizing titanium and niobium. Temperature and humidity play a major role in the final outcomes so
every piece is truly one of a kind.

Mimi Antonetti - Zelienople, PA
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The Middle Ages have always
captured my imagination. While
following a science path in college, I made time to indulge in
classes for ancient and medieval
civilizations. I have carried that interest with me through the years.
Inspired by a Byzantine necklace gifted to me, I started researching methods and materials
used to make armor. Besides offering protection from the slings
and arrows of war I realized the
armor also projected a sense of
confidence to the wearer. It was
then that I wanted to make armor

Anthony Arkus - Galeton, PA
architectural elements for contemporary collectors. The goal is to
create work that is not only functional but is beautiful high quality
that pushes the admirer’s beliefs
of what steel can do.
As a blacksmith I heat mild steel
to 2500 degrees F in a gas or coal
forge. Once the material is heated
to a plastic state, I am able to form
hand-forged components that are
joined with rivets, tendons, dovetails, or collars.

ny Mountains in Pennsylvania
and under the darkest skies on
the East Coast. My surroundings often make their way
into my artwork in the form
of flying saucers and broad
skies full of life. Cats, rabbits,
and other creatures wearing
dresses add an element of
surrealism and child-like nostalgia to my work.

Lisa Arkus - Galeton, PA

I am a blacksmith artist that
makes hand-forged architectural
elements, furniture, and sculpture.
My work invites the viewer’s touch
with an appealing tactile surface.
I fashion organic botanical
forms using abstract, contemporary aesthetics to achieve my goal
of well-proportioned and timeless
functional art. I push this traditional approach to new boundaries, making new methods built on
the old to create furniture, and

As a self-taught artist, I
use my own techniques and
imagination to create my art.
A combination of paints, pens,
vintage papers, and other
ephemera are used on my
canvases to create my stories.
Youth, innocence, and nature
are themes that are prevalent
in my work.
My home is in the Alleghe-
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I prefer a neutral muted
palette for many of my pieces,
but make the leap into vivid
colors on occasion which delightes many people, including
myself. Though I have contemplated making art that has a
deeper meaning or message,
for now I am content to retain
the spirit of play and joy in my
pieces, hoping to bring a smile
to the face of all those who
see it.

Debbie Penley - Sugar Grove, PA
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I am a multimedia artist
with a concentration in fiber
art. Focused on nature and
wildlife animals, my work
ranges from the realistic and
lifelike to the abstract and
whimsical. I enjoy the tactile
qualities of my work, and am
often amazed at the almost
magical transformation of
the raw materials from a fluid
state into something more enduring and solid.

would allow me to be creative
and found art education. After
teaching high school ceramics and
graphic design for 9 years, I decided to quit teaching because I was
ready for the next step.
I could not be happier with
my decision. I work with clay every day. I get to work with people
one-on-one to make the perfect
piece for their space. I’m lucky to
be where I am right now.

Krysta Robinson - Kane, PA
I have loved creating ever since
I was a little girl. The messier the
medium, the more I gravitate towards it. I was lucky enough to
have an art teacher in high school
who allowed me to really explore
and spend a lot of time in her
classroom, a college professor
who let me run the ceramic studio, and a family that backed my
creative passions.
I knew I needed a career that

My most recent work is ‘Domestic Absurdity’. This ongoing
series imagines native species’
behavior through an anthropomorphic lens. Each painting explores straight observation and
injects it with absurdist humor
by imagining the specimen’s
interaction as common familial
situations. I seek to increase engagement with viewers as well
as help them learn to identify
the species we share our world
with.

Alexis Rodefer - Rector, PA
Utilizing watercolor, my work
celebrates the bounty of North
America’s eastern ecosystems,
highlighting unique species
found within, and telling visual
stories showcasing their individual characteristics. I was introduced to scientific illustration
while earning my Bachelor of
Fine Arts from the School of the
Art Institute of Chicago. I have
become especially fascinated
with birds and their complex
roles in local ecosystems.
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Since retiring and moving
to Kane in 1999, I’ve enjoyed
success selling my creations
thanks, in part, to my daughter’s suggestion to take my
hobby that next step further. I
am known for my bowls, platters, and vessels crafted from
local wood such as black cherry, walnut, maple, butternut,
locust, sumac, and more.

Jack Northrop - Kane, PA
I’ve been turning wood
for many years. It all started
with a bedroom set I built 30
years ago. I wanted to turn the
bedposts to make it a unique
feature. That single experience got me hooked. Over the
years, I developed my skills
and artistry in turning by making unique gifts for family and
friends.

ferent sizes to custom fit our
patron’s wall space. You will
find our booth bursting with
a variety of artwork including
original oil paintings, all size
canvas prints, gallery wraps,
and miniatures. Each comes
with a unique frame line that
enhances our images.
It is an honor to bring these
scenes to life for all to enjoy. In
the blink of an eye, over forty
years as an oil painter have
passed, but creating paintings
continues to be my passion.

Jack Paluh - Waterford, PA
With my artwork, I hope
to transport the viewers into
an image which promotes the
true essence of nature. My
medium is oil on canvas which
I use to make my newest focus
of landscapes that others can
relate to: paths through the
woods, hidden creeks, scenic
rivers, vast skies, wildlife, vistas, waters, and a panorama
of the changing seasons.
From my original paintings, we produce all our Giclée
Canvas prints in our studio,
which allows us to print in dif-

historic costume, trompe
l’oeil techniques, and subtle
visual humor. I aim to create portraits that convey not
only the unique personalities
of the subjects, but also plant
visual seedlings that empower
the viewer to build their own
entertaining biographies for
these creatures.

Ellen Paquette - Warren, PA
I combine my love for animals with my fascination with
Renaissance art by painting
detailed portraits of creatures
inspired by 15th and 16th century portraiture. My goal is to
highlight the natural dignity
and intelligence of wild creatures, with a growing focus on
endangered and threatened
species.
The imagery in my work is
fueled by some of my favorite
topics: art, history, folklore,
the natural world, textiles,
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loom is threaded, it takes ten
throws of the shuttle for each
inch of fabric, 360 times per
yard. Each piece is designed
and woven. The yardage is cut
off, washed, dried, pressed
and cut into the initially imagined piece. Then sewed and
pressed once more.

Pamela Bartl - Chambersburg, PA
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I have been weaving for
more than forty years and I’m
still fascinated with the process of combining different
colors and textures of yarn
into comfortable and practical
clothing for women, men, and
children.
Cotton yarns are wound on
one of my seven 50 inch wide
looms in a length of 45 yards,
500 threads across. After the

Chandler Beatty - West Middlesex, PA
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acrylic paint. Reference is
gathered through multiple
photographs taken by me and
some additional research on
the painting’s subject. A lot
of the backgrounds are airbrushed to create an out of
focus look, which allows the
subject matter in the foreground to be the main focus.
I gather inspiration from hiking, hunting, and my general
enjoyment of nature.
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I am a wildlife artist and
mostly use acrylic paint as my
medium. I have been painting
for almost 30 years and enjoy
everything outdoors. I have
won numerous awards and
have been a featured artist
at several art shows. My art
takes a realistic approach and
I try to get a lot of fine detail in
each piece.
Most of my work is painted
on gessoed Masonite with
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to know about the mammal,
bird, fish, insect, reptile, or
other critters along with their
habitat and the season into
which I shall paint it. I then
gather all of the references
that will aid in the painting’s
composition. I draw every line
and detail prior to any painting. Applying acrylic paints is
the final touch.

Al Dornisch - Ridgway, PA
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My interest and love of nature started over 80 years ago.
Nurtured throughout childhood by an amateur naturalist
father. This interest has sent
me on excursions from the
Sub-Arctic through Africa, Europe, and virtually all of North
America to experience, study,
photograph, and sketch the
flora and fauna of the world.
Study is the first step of my
process. I must do whatever
it takes to learn all there is

My process begins with
the most important step:
thinking of an idea or vision
for the piece. Second is a
raw capture. Then comes
editing, which may take a
long time, even if I am only
subtly changing the raw
image. Last is the physical
presentation where I decide what media will best
showcase the composition,
traditional, metal, or even
stone.

curring scene.

Larry Downey - Waterford, PA
My approach as an artist and a photographer is
to use the natural world
as a basis for what will ultimately become a piece of
my art. In many cases, the
art is determined before
I ever release my shutter.
The camera and lens are
important tools, but still
just tools, as a brush is to
a painter. What I ultimately
present as a finished piece
is as much a representation
of me and the way I view
things as it is a naturally oc-

of a tree, or including all
of the ferns on the forest
floor is something I enjoy.
Additionally, I am trying
to recreate the mood of
quiet solitude found in the
woods. I find joy in being
out in the rain and looking
at different layers of trees
in the mist.

Denise Drummond - Bradford, PA
I have been inspired by
nature from as far back as
I can remember. I spend as
much time as possible in
the woods locally, traveling to parks, or visiting wilderness areas around the
country. I find the beauty
of nature so moving and
my artwork is an attempt
to capture the love I feel for
these places.
Drawing and painting
with a lot of detail, adding each twig on a branch
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I create.
Miniature reproductions
are used in my pewter and
sterling silver jewelry. The
silver is hand fabricated one
piece at a time using traditional and non-traditional
metal fabricating methods. I
use semi precious stones to
compliment the colors in my
artwork as accents.

Laurie Leonard - Jeannette, PA

ART IN THE WILDS 2022

Being a self taught artist, I’ve always learned techniques the long way around
and made things up as I went.
I started my art journey in the
1980s selling my watercolor
paintings at fine art shows.
I began experimenting with
jewelry in 2005, but use my
watercolor paintings as focal
pieces in most of the art that

and hope I hold for each new
day. One of the most rewarding parts of being an artist is
when a customer returns to
me and tells me how special
their piece has become to
them. Some pieces become
a tradition, some a talisman,
and others a spirit lifter. The
pieces have become personal
to them, as well.

Donna Little - Greenville, PA
The old saying ‘she wears
her heart on her sleeve’ makes
me think of jewelry. Wearing
a piece of my jewelry is like
wearing art on your sleeve,
or jacket, or wrist, or around
your neck. The energy and vision that goes into my work
are personal to me.
Each piece reflects the love
I have for nature and the joy

I have studied with several different instructors at Pittsburgh
Center for the Arts, taken classes
at Fireborn Studios, Community
College of Allegheny County, the
Union Project, and many different workshops at Touchstone
Center for Crafts. In turn, I teach
in my studio and have mentored
apprentices. I currently teach the
Adult Education Ceramic Program
at Fox Chapel and am now an instructor at Fireborn Studios.

Karen McKee - Pittsburgh, PA
I am a studio potter native to
Pittsburgh. For over 20 years, I
have worked primarily in porcelain. In addition to using the
wheel, my clay working methods
include slab construction and the
decorative use of sculptural elements. My lively brushwork and
colorful underglaze patterns celebrate my love affair with clay. It
is in my nature to continuously
explore what the clay is teaching
me and be open to where it may
lead me.
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and moved home. I have continued metalsmithing, improving my skills along the way,
ever since.
I tend to have a modern
‘old pawn’ asthetic due to my
love of vintage and turquoise.
This gives my jewelry a chance
to continue building its story
for lifetimes to come.

Christina Krautz - Greensburg, PA
My mother was an art major and would tell you she is
not much of an artist. Yet, art
was ingrained in us through
her.
Moving to Wisconsin at the
beginning of my junior year, I
was lucky enough to be introduced to metalsmithing classes at my new high school. 18
years later, while living in New
York, metalsmithing returned
to my life. In 2018, after my
father became ill, I quit my job

time ‘spooner’. Winter days
are mainly spent in my shop
along with my son, Jake, creating hundreds of utensils for
the shows that start in April
and continue through December. It is satisfying to create
functional utensils incorporating the natural beauty of
wood. We have been blessed
with loyal, appreciative customers, as well!

Gregg Kristophel - Harmony, PA
Woodworking has been my
life for over 40 years. I started
as a self-employed carpenter.
In the 1980s I was making canoe and kayak paddles as well
as cedar strip canoes. Then,
on a smaller scale, began making wooden spoons. My wife,
son, and I attended historical
events where I demonstrated
the art of spoon carving.
Since 2010, I have progressed to becoming a full-

jewelry starts in its rawest
state as long glass rods from
Murano, Italy. The glass rods
are transformed into a lively
molten canvas of spectacular
colors and textures as I create,
sculpt, and skillfully form each
piece.
From the flame to the kiln
to the finishing table and then
to your home, you are purchasing a piece of artwork
that is sure to become a notable memory.

Kalpana Lehman - Carlisle, PA
I have always had an interest in the arts. In 1980, I was
awarded a Governor’s School
of Arts Scholarship at Bucknell
University. Later, I continued
perusing my artistic endeavors
by taking various courses at
HACC while earning a teaching
degree.
My experiences have allowed me to create amazing pieces. I craft one-of-kind
pendants, bracelets, earrings,
and more! Each piece of fine
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ing Mig and Tig welders and
a hand-held plasma cutter.
Some pieces are painted and
clear-coated. At times, I will
include glass or other material
to accent my art.

Mark English - Bradford, PA
I am a self-taught artist
from the PA Wilds. I would describe my works as ‘Contemporary Metal Sculpture’. My
father taught me the basics
of welding and manipulating
steel, allowing me to express
myself without the need to
be verbal. I try to incorporate
unconventional items when I
can, combining the past with
the present.
Most of my works are primarily welded steel utiliz-

continually study and travel
frequently to attend jewelry
design workshops taught by
master instructors for further
inspiration.
I most enjoy making what I
call ‘Evening Elegance’. By putting on an elegant necklace,
whatever event the individual
is attending becomes that
much more special and don’t
we all love feeling special?

Gerina Faison - Liverpool, NY
I have been designing and
making wearable art for the
past 12 years. I believe that
jewelry creation is a form of
self expression and I truly love
seeing someone else enjoy
wearing the pieces as much as
I love making them.
I get my inspiration from
everywhere: a unique bead,
a lovely sunset, rain drops
on a widowsill. Jewelry enhances the natural beauty of
the individual. Additionally, I

with a sketch or techinical
drawing of how I want the
finished piece to look. I then
create the components using traditional metalsmithing
techniques such as piercing,
etching, roll printing, and
forming. Once all the components have been indivudally
fabricated I will then assemble
the final product.

Megan Gillis - Pittsburgh, PA
I love to study nature; it
inspires me not only in my
life but also in my work. I am
amazed by the intricate and
delicate forms and components of all types of leaves and
flowers. Each one is unique;
one of a kind. My love of flora
is a paramount component of
my artwork.
My design process begins
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use the same philosophy and
approach. Each brushstroke
is done with glass instead of
paint.
I love working in glass, especially working with the challenges and limitations of the
material. The glass must be
carefully chosen from a limited palette, since colors cannot be mixed like paint. Each
piece must serve as an individual brushstroke working in
harmony with the surrounding
pieces.

Amy Hahn - Cambridge Springs, PA
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Art speaks to us because it
is about us. It’s about our collective and individual journeys
in this wondrous universe.
Every one of my pieces tells
a story. When you perceive
an image, you become one
of its many storytellers. The
story may be about a place
you once visited or a memory
from long ago.
I create award winning,
one-of-a-kind,
hand-cut
stained glass mosaics. Using
my background in painting, I

I’m inspired by the mathematics in nature, the Oribe
period in Japanese art, and
Antiquities, especially from the
Minoan culture. My soothing
color palette includes a mix of
earthy greens, browns, and yellows that are partnered with
twilight blue-violets and pale
blue-greens borrowed from
sky and water. All combined on
a canvas of glowing white porcelain.

Lana Heckendorn - Carlisle, PA
I make functional porcelain
pots with hand-drawn patterns. Because they will be
touched by their users, I consider smoothness, weight, and
balance as important factors
that drive the finished feel.
While no two pots are identical, I aim for consistency when
and search for proportions that
feel ‘right’ in the hand; I want
them to have a weight appropriate to their function.

has changed drastically. I have
gone from using a Kodak Instamatic to utilizing today’s modern digital cameras. In the age
we now live in, everyone has
a camera, mostly in the form
of a phone. Whether it is photographing my backyard birdfeeders or hiking the surrounding trails, I’m still in search of
that ‘perfect’ photograph.

Rocky Holland - Kane, PA
After living in Alaska for a
couple years in the late 60’s, I
started taking nature photography seriously. There was no
better place to start this most
rewarding hobby. Returning
to Pennsylvania in the early
1970s, I continued photographing nature. Living in the heart
of the Allegheny National Forest, I had the perfect venue for
what was only a hobby at the
time!
Over the years, photography
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Peggy Houser - Kane, PA
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The focus of my current
work reflects this concept
of pushing the stitches and
shapes. My work reflects how
the stitch can create the shape
and the form while other pieces allow the shapes to become
part of the pattern. This body
of work allows me the freedom
to create unique new pieces of
jewelry which I hope my customers will enjoy.

experiences. Using an innate
sense of color and design, I create paintings to impart color,
life, and joy to the surrounding
space they occupy.
When you engage with my
art, it is my hope that you will
be overcome with feelings of
joy and well-being. Be reminded that beauty and joy can be
found everywhere no matter
the circumstance.

Dawn Johnson - Monroeville, PA

The love of detail has been
the most important aspect of
my work throughout my life.
Working with seed beads has
given me the opportunity to
combine that love with my innate drive to create patterns.
Seed beads, which are tiny
glass wonders, can be used
alone or in combination with
gemstone beads, other natural
materials, man-made objects,
or any combination of these.

My creative process is about
expressing my soul, my emotions, and my interaction with
the world around me. My
paintings are created intuitively, responding to the work
as it develops. What emerges
is highly personal, yet recognizable to others. My works are
spontaneous, impassioned, vibrant paintings that reach out
and hug your soul.
Much of my inspiration
comes from nature and my life

ning wheel to encourage fanciful shapes to emerge from
the clay which, like a ballerina,
are lightweight yet deceptively strong.
Once complete, the form
is costumed in richly colored
glazes, enhancing the shape
and drawing the viewer’s
eyes. Look at my work, take
in the dancing, laughing lines,
unexpected bursts of color,
and joyful movement. When
you hold a piece of my pottery
in your hand you’re also holding a small piece of my childhood in the ballet.

Stacie Johnson-Leske - Ridgway, PA
Growing up, I was mesmerized by dance. I was awed by
the colorful costumes, brilliant
lights and dazzling sets. As a
ceramics artist, I am inspired
by and employ many lessons
acquired from years of dreaming of, and training for, a career as a ballerina.
For me, the clay is the
dancer’s body. It appears delicate but has great strength
and elasticity. As my “dancer”
pirouettes on the wheel, it
expands and contracts into
elegant forms. I am the music,
using the rhythm of the spin-
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HAVE FUN AT THE
ART IN THE WILDS
200 N. Fraley Street
Kane, PA 16735
837-6000
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